Clinical nurse specialists: then, now, and the future of the profession.
The role of the clinical nurse specialist (CNS) has evolved significantly over time and will continue to do so. Future students, faculty, and practicing CNSs should be aware of their roots, current status, and what the future may entail. An accurate understanding and reflection of the past, present, and future of this specific advanced practice nursing specialty could ensure its continued success as a predominate force in health restoration and the promotion of the health and well-being of people. A review of the literature yielded a lack of cohesive information about the evolution of the CNS role, prompting an investigation into the historical, current, and future aspects of the CNS. This article compiles information related to the evolution of the CNS role and what the future may entail. An understanding of how the CNS role evolved, where it stands currently, and future considerations may help clarify the role, improve utilization of the CNS in a variety of settings, improve standards for CNS education and certifications, and advance this nursing practice specialty.